
  

 

the students at Western Branch 
High School.  Remember the Vir-
ginia PTA slogan ð every child. one 
voice.   
 

Warmest Regards, 

Cindy Dennison 

PTSA President 

Dear WBHS Families: 

As the 2nd semester of the school year 
begins, the PTSA is hard at work and 
has several things planned for the up-
coming months:  

The PTSA Spring Open House is 
Monday February 22nd at 7 p.m. 
where you will have an opportunity to 
meet your childõs teachers.   

On Monday March 1st at 7 p.m. we 
will be presenting a program on vari-
ous topics dealing with things on òThe 
Teen Brain ð Making Sense of the 
Teenage Yearsó, òTeen Dating Vio-
lenceó, and òHelping our Children Dif-
ferentiate between Needs and Wants ð 
Moving from Entitlement to Account-
abilityó.  By having several discussion 
groups, you can attend the workshop 
that interests you most.  

Friday March 19th 7 p.m.  we will 
host our 2nd Annual Faculty Basketball 
Game ð WBHS vs. WBMS ð all pro-
ceeds go directly to the WBMS PTA 
and WBHS PTSA which directly bene-
fits each school. 

Saturday May 15th ð After Prom 
Party ð the PTSA is assisting with this 
event and will need volunteers to help. 

Check our website often for details on 
these events at www.wbhsptsa.org.  

Without volunteers, the things the 
PTSA does for the school and the 
students would not be possible.  
We have a great group of volun-
teers this year but as students 
graduate and volunteers leave, we 
look to others to replace them.  It 
may seem too early to think about 
board and committee positions for 
next year, but the end of the school 
year will be here before you know 
it.  If you are interested in helping 
keep the PTSA a strong presence in 
the school by serving on the board 
in either an officer position or on a 
committee, please contact us via e-
mail at wbhsptsa@wbhsptsa.org or 
by calling 681-1773.  Your time is 
very much appreciated.   

If you like receiving this newsletter, 
please share it with those that might 
not be receiving it.  If you have any 
ideas or suggestions for the PTSA 
newsletter and/or website, your 
comments are always welcome.  
Please e-mail your thoughts to 
wbhsptsa@wbhsptsa.org.  There is 
also a link on the website to send an 
e-mail.   

Thanks to everyone for your con-
tinued support of the PTSA.  To-
gether we can make a difference for 
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The Principalõs Letter 

 

Dear Bruin Family Member:  

 

We have had a great first semester thus far and look forward to the 

opening of second semester on February 2, 2010.  Here are some 

important upcoming dates:  

Report cards for first semester will be distributed on Friday, February 

5th. 

The WBHS guidance department will host a scheduling night on 

Thursday, February 18 th. 

Open House is scheduled for Monday, February 22 nd . 

 

The PTA is preparing for the second annual faculty basketball game against the faculty of 

Western Branch Middle on Friday, March 19 th.  Both PTAõs benefited greatly from this fund-

raiser last year so please come out support our Bruin staff members as they take to the 

court.  

 

Our auditorium is currently planned for a total renovation and will be closed from March of 

this year until September.  Seats, lights, and the audio system should be replaced, along 

with a new coat of paint.  We plan on using the gym for functions and large gatherings that 

cannot be held in our cafeteria during this time.  

 

The new two -story wing is also scheduled to be completed this summer, along with the new 

band room, cooking lab, and art room.  The remainder of the building not renovated last 

summer will receive a facelift over the summer of 2010 with new cabinetry, hardware and 

the installation of SmartBoards.  In addition, it is planned for all portable classrooms to be re-

moved from the campus this summer which will allow for all students and staff to be housed 

in the main school plant beginning in September.  Students and staff have adjusted well to 

the changes caused by the construction which should be completed in January 2011.  We 

appreciate your patience as WBHS becomes a beautiful state -of -the -art school in which the 

entire Bruin community can be proud.  

 

I encourage each parent to monitor his or her studentõs grades through Edline.  Parents who 

have not activated their Edline account can contact the guidance office at 638 -7908 for 

passwords and assistance.  

 

As always, we appreciate your support and please do not hesitate to contact the school if 

we can help you in any way.  

Sincerely,  

John R. Sykes III 



  

 

January 28 - End of Term I 

February 3 - Senior Cap & Gown pictures 

February 5 - Report Cards issued 

February 5-6 - All District Chorus 

February 10-11 - Senior Announcement Orders 

February 15 - Presidentsõ Day - No School 

February  17 - State of the School System Ad-
dress 

February 18 - Guidance Scheduling Night 

February 18 - Chesapeake Center for Science 
and Technology Open House 

February 22 - WBHS PTSA Spring Open House 

February 25 - Band Festival 

March 1 - WBHS PTSA Program 

March 1 - Orchestra Pre-Festival Concert 

March 3 - Senior Make-up Pictures 

March 9 - Chorus Pre-Festival Concert 

March 11-12 - Band District Festival 

March 12 - Report Cards issued 

March 13 - FBLA Tidewater Regional Spring 
Conference 

March 13 - Chorus District Festival 

March 14 - Daylight Savings Time 

March 19 - Annual Faculty Basketball Game 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Calling All Dads!!!  

Calling All Dads! - Increasing Male In-

volvement in Your School  

Date:Tuesday, February 2, 2010 

Time: 6:30pm - 8:00pm 

Location:Hickory Middle School  
 

Are you looking for a way to increase 

male involvement in your school and 

PTA? This is the one meeting you cannot 

afford to miss. 

This is not your ordinary meeting. It will 

be informative, interactive and free gifts 

will be given to men in attendance.  

 

Reflections Winner  

 Sophomore, Brea Sargent, placed 3rd place in the 

Reflections Contest at the Chesapeake PTA Council 

level.  This yearõs theme was òBeauty iséó 

She was recognized in the Visual Arts category for 

her pencil and shading work that featured a self -

portrait showing herself if she had traveled back to 

the time of the Egyptians. Brea said, òDiversity is 

beautifuló and that inspired her work. Congratula-

tions Brea!  

Parental Involvement Corner 

2010, a new year, a new decade.  Time for resolutions.  
Far too often we set goals that are impossible to achieve 
(lose 50lbs, win the lottery, exercise more, etcé).  Why 
not set some goals that are obtainable and within 
reach? Below are my Parental Involvement Top 10 
Resolutions for 2010.   

Parental Involvement Top 10 Resolutions 

In 2010, I resolve to... 
 

10) Utilize the Three For Me program (www.three4me.com) 
9) Attend at least 1 school board meeting so I'm aware of deci-
sions affecting the schools in my community 
8) Turn the TV off one night per week and spend that time 
reading with/to my child 
7) Volunteer to be a parent chaperone for my child's field trips 
6) Spend one day a month (typically on the date of their birth) 
doing something special with my child (play games, go for a 
walk, have ice cream,etc..) 
5) Listen more when my child is speaking 
4) Know my child's friends and their parents 
3) Know what homework my child has daily 
2) Know what PTA is doing in my child's school 
1) Use my talents to help my child's school succeed 

 

Source: Virginia PTA Voice, http://vapta.org/statecommittees/parental-
involvement/parental-involvement-corner/370-pinvreso.html 

Weôre on the web: www.wbhsptsa.org  



  

 

Virtual Virginia  
 

The Virginia Virtual Advanced Placement School (VVAPS) offers online AP and foreign language 

courses to students across the commonwealth and nation. The courses utilize the Desire2Learn 

course management software to maximize the interactivity of each class. Each course contains 

video segments, audio clips, whiteboard and online discussions as well as text. E -Teachers are avail-

able for telephone conversations with students throughout the school day. VVAPS classes offer a 

rich multimedia learning environment that appeals to a variety of learning styles. VVAPS courses can 

be scheduled flexibly throughout the day, as courses do not have to be taken in 'real' time.  
 

Students in middle and high schools who meet the prerequisites may enroll through their schools. The 

deadline for registering students is the end of the first week of school for your district. The deadline 

for spring semester 4X4 block courses is the first week of the spring semester.  
 

Virtual learning is the new frontier in todayõs educational institutions. The technology of the 21st cen-

tury provides a unique opportunity for educators to reach students who want the experience of Ad-

vanced Placement coursework.  
 

To learn more about how your school or your child can enroll in Virtual Virginia contact:  
 

Erin Berry, Ph.D. 

E-Learning Counseling and Research Supervisor  

Virginia Virtual  

erin.berry@virtualvirginia.org   

757.470.4402 

Instant Savings at Thousands  of Retailers  

Imagine saving hundreds even thousands of dollars a year while at the same time raising funds 

for your PTA.  Introducing the PTA Rewards Card , the easiest way to save and the most powerful 

way to fundraise!  

The Worldõs Largest Discount Program  

With more than 250,000 retail offers including over 400 national brands, you will enjoy saving up 

to 50% at thousands of national and local:   

  Retailers     Spas & Salons 

  Movie Theaters     Hotels & Resorts 

  Automotive Services    Restaurants  

  Golf Courses      Home Services  
 

Get your PTA Rewards Card   today for only $20 (plus $2.99 shipping & handling) and WBHS PTSA 

will earn $5.00 for each card.  To register for the PTA Rewards Card , go to http://

www.ptarewardscard.org/pta/joinpta.aspx and place your order.  At the bottom of the order 

form you will need to click on òI am a member of a local PTA Unitó and then select our PTA unit 

by choosing: Virginia, Chesapeake, Western Branch High School PTSA to give our PTSA credit for 

the order.  

ATTENTION!  

Teachers, staff and parents of WBHS, I would like to include as many items as possible in the newsletter.  
I need your help in getting this information to me for inclusion.  Please email, call, or drop a note in the 

PTSA box in the main office with information about your upcoming events, recognition of achievements or 

any other items of interest to the Western Branch High School community.  I will try to include 

everything that relates to WBHS and the PTSA!  
Julia Walters  

Newsletter/Website  

wbhsptsa@wbhsptsa.org  

mailto:erin.berry@virtualvirginia.org


  

 

Volunteers Needed!!!  

Volunteers are need in many areas of 
Western Branch High School.  Below is 
a partial list of areas where volunteers 

are most needed.  Even an hour a month 
is valuable in support of your childõs 

school.  Please review the many oppor-
tunities and consider where you can be 

a part of the Western Branch High 
School Volunteer Team!  

 

 Bruin Café   Pizza Sales   

 Early Release Passes  Clinic Help  

 Football Ticket Sales  Spirit Wear
 Gym Suit Sales   Picture Day  

 Office Help   Library/Guidance
 Parking Passes   Mass Mailings  

 After -Prom Party  
 

Please contact us at  
wbhsptsa@wbhsptsa.org to  

volunteer   

Bruin Café  

I would first like to say that we have had a won-
derful start to the Bruin Cafe this year and want 
to thank everyone who has helped me, I defi-
nitely could not do it without the great volun-
teers at Western Branch.  New for 2010, we 
have been given permission to sell Chick fil a 
biscuits every Friday. This will increase our 
weekly sales profit by another $100.00 a week.  
My plan is to raise an additional $1800.00 from 
the sale of the biscuits between now and the 
end of the school year. The Bruin Café is open 
Thursday and Friday each week. You can buy 
donuts, bagels, muffins, juice, water and much 
more. Volunteers are still needed and greatly 
appreciated. The time you are needed is from 
7:45 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. on Thursday and Fri-
day mornings. If anyone is interested contact 
Juanita Horrocks at home 488-5766, cell 535-

3530 or email, juan.horrocks@cox.net. 

 
 
 

HELP US HELP OUR SCHOOL. 
 

Did you know thereôs an easy way to help us raise money for our schoolðfor books, band uniforms, reading 
programs and anything else that can use extra funding? Itôs called Take Charge of Education, and itôs helping 
our school right now. 
Hereôs how it works: Visit Target.com/tcoe or call 1-800-316-6142 to designate our school, then use your 
REDcard whenever you shop. When you use your REDcardSM (Target® Visa® Credit Card, Target Credit Card® or 
Target Check Card®), Target will donate up to 1% of your purchases to the eligible Kï12 school of your 
choice.*  
Donôt have a REDcard? Itôs easy to apply. Get started in person at any Target store or go to Target.com/
redcard. 
Grandparents, alumni, friends and neighbors are all welcome to participate in the program. The more people 
we involve, the harder the program works for our school. If youôre already participating, thank you! Check out 
our schoolôs progress anytime at Target.com/tcoe. 
 

* Subject to Take Charge of Education program rules. Target donates an amount equal to 1% of Target Visa Credit Card, Target 

Credit Card and Target Check Card purchases you make at Target and Target.com, and ½% of Target Visa Credit Card purchases 

you make everywhere else Visa credit cards are accepted, to the eligible Kï12 school of your choice. See Target.com/tcoe or call 1-

800-316-6142 for details. 

 
©2009 Target Stores. The Bullseye Design, Target and the 5% Bullseye Design are trademarks of Target Brands, Inc. All rights reserved. REDcardSM: Target® Visa® Credit Card, Target Credit Card®  

and Target Check Card.® Subject to application approval. 



  

 

Western Branch High School 

Extended Day Program 

The purpose of the extended day program is to help students avoid failing a course due to excessive absences.  The 
extended day program will meet in the cafeteria on the following days and times: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
A student may redeem a maximum of four (4) days per course in a semester long or A/B class (single credit 

course); while students in a year-long class (two credit course) can redeem a maximum of eight (8) days per course.  For 
every 90 minute session attended, students earn one day for which they were absent. Students who have excessive absences 
and have not attended any extended day classes will not be considered for extenuating circumstances.   
 

Rules for the Extended Day Program 
The student must report to the cafeteria and be seated before the session begins. If necessary, the location may change to a classroom, 
but the location at which students meet the Extended Day coordinator will remain the cafeteria.  Starting times for the sessions are 
listed above.  No late arrivals will be admitted to the session. 
 

The student must remain in the room the entire session.  No early dismissals will be granted. 
 

The student must provide their own study materials, supplies, and an Admittance Slip for the class that they are making-up. The Ad-
mittance Slip can only be picked up from the teacher for whom the student is making up an absence.  This slip must be completed and 
signed by the teacher BEFORE a child is permitted to attend an Extended Day session. Work that is completed during these sessions 
must be specific to the class for which the student is making-up.  All students in the sessions are expected to work on schoolwork 
throughout the duration of the session.  Failure to work, including falling asleep, is not permitted and will result in the student being 
removed from Extended Day. Under this circumstance, students will not earn any credit for that session. 
 

No misbehavior of any type will be tolerated.  Any student who misbehaves will be released and will not be permitted to return for 
that day. 
 

The extended day program is a voluntary program and it is the responsibility of the student and parent to schedule transportation to 
and from school.  No buses will be provided. 

  

Spring 2010 Extended Day Program  

Saturday March 20 8:45 am - 12:00 pm 

Tuesday March 23 3:45 pm - 5:15 pm 

Thursday March 25 3:45 pm - 5:15 pm 

Saturday March 27 8:45 am - 12:00 pm 

Monday April 12 9:00 am - 10:30 am 

Saturday April 24 8:45 am - 12:00 pm 

Thursday April 29 3:45 pm - 5:15 pm 

Thursday May 6 3:45 pm - 5:15 pm 

Thursday May 13 3:45 pm - 5:15 pm 

Saturday May 15 8:45 am - 12:00 pm 

Tuesday May 25 3:45 pm - 5:15 pm 

Thursday May 27 3:45 pm - 5:15 pm 



  

 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  
 

The Virginia PTA Scholarship Program is open to high school seniors who are residents of Virginia.  
Students must attend a Virginia high school whose PTA/PTSA is a unit in good standing.  The student 
must plan to enroll in a Virginia college or university by September and plan to pursue a career in 
teaching or other youth-serving profession.   

 

In early December, we will mail scholarship applications to high school guidance departments.  In addi-
tion, applications can be found on the Virginia PTAõs website at www.vapta.org under Library: Forms 
and Documents, Programs Library.  You can also find applications on the Local Unit Resource Guide 
CD, which we mailed to local unit presidents in the summer.   

 

Completed applications must be postmarked no later than March 1, 2010 and mailed to the Virginia 
PTA State Office at 1027 Wilmer Avenue, Richmond, VA  23227-2419.  Faxes will not  be accepted. 

 

The M. Freida Koontz Scholarship in the amount of $1,200 is awarded in memory of Ms. Koontz, who 

served as Executive Secretary of the SCA from 1922-1950.  Another $1,200 scholarship honors S. John 

Davis, Virginia's Superintendent of Schools from 1979-1989.  All other scholarships are in the amount 

of $1,000. 

 

Funding for the scholarship program is available through funds obtained from PTA Life Memberships, 
Presidentõs Honor Awards, Distinguished Service Awards, and Student Leadership Awards, which we 
provide throughout the state each year.  Additionally, the Virginia PTA holds an Annual Scholarship Auc-
tion at our Leadership Training Conference, and the proceeds from that auction fund the scholarship 
program. 

 

For more information contact: 
 

Brenda Sheridan 

Vice President, Virginia PTA 

vp@vapta.org 

OR 

Virginia PTA State Office 

1-866-4vakids 

804-264-1234 (Richmond area) 

info@vapta.org 
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GUIDANCE NOTES: 
 

Parents of Seniors:  
 *  Make sure to do your FAFSA.  Forms are available on line or in the Guidance Office.  The preferred deadline is 
February 15th, however, applications after that date are still accepted. 

 

 **  For information about the ACCESS Tidewater Scholarship Program, please see Ms. Drewrey, our AC-
CESS Counselor.  Her office is located at the corner of the òHó Hall and the òMainó Hall.  Her telephone number is (757) 
638-1142.  Ms. Drewrey is available on Mondays and Tuesdays.  She can also help with your FAFSA. 

 

 ***  Does your studentõs college of choice require a mid year report?  If so, please have your student pickup a blue 
form in guidance for that mid-year transcript.  The cost is $2 per transcript.  The completed transcript will be available in 
mid February. And, remember the Guidance Department has 14 working days to complete the studentõs transcript re-
quest. 

 

All Students:  
Scheduling information night  

THURSDAYðFebruary 18, 2010  
7:00 p.m.  

WBHS Cafeteria  
 

This evening will include:  

    *  Presentations by the WBHS Guidance Staff     

    *  Representatives from all departments  

   *  Information on core classes & electives   

   *  Guidance Staff will be on hand to answer individual questions  

 

 *  Interested in touring campuses but do not have the time?  Take a virtual tour of many colleges across the coun-
try by visiting:  www.campustours.com    

 

 **  Check out the Guidance Bulletin on the WBHS website.  It is located under the Guidance tab.  It has all kinds 
of information that you and your student can use. 

 

http://www.campustours.com/


  

 

2010 - 2011 Calendar Options  

After reviewing the options below and on the following pages, please go to the Chesapeake Public 

Schools website at http://www.cpschools.com/Schools/calendar/options.php to indicate your preference 

via the online survey.  



  

 



  

 


